
Calvary Episcopal Preparatory 7th Grade Summer Reading 2020 

Students in seventh grade are asked to read two books (one required, one from options listed below) for summer 

reading, as follows:  

1. The Mystery of Black Hollow Lane by Julia Nobel (REQUIRED) 

(From Amazon) With a dad who disappeared years ago and a mother who's a bit too busy 

to parent, Emmy is shipped off to Wellsworth, a prestigious boarding school in England, 

where she's sure she won't fit in. But then she finds a box of mysterious medallions in the 

attic of her home--medallions that belonged to her father. Her father who may have gone 

to Wellsworth. When she arrives at school, she finds the strange symbols from the 

medallions etched into walls and books, which leads Emmy and her new friends, Jack 

and Lola, to Wellsworth's secret society: The Order of Black Hollow Lane. Emmy can't 

help but think that the society had something to do with her dad's disappearance, and that 

there may be more than just dark secrets in the halls of Wellsworth. ASSESSMENT: 

Pass AR test by August 21st or do a Book Report Project due the 2nd week of school 

(see attached list). 

 

2. Game Changer by Tommy Greenwald (OPTION) 

(From Amazon) Thirteen-year-old Teddy Youngblood is in a coma fighting for his life 

after an unspecified football injury at training camp. His family and friends flock to his 

bedside to support his recovery—and to discuss the events leading up to the tragic 

accident. Was this an inevitable result of playing a violent sport, or was something more 

sinister happening on the field that day? Told in an innovative, multimedia format 

combining dialogue, texts, newspaper articles, transcripts, an online forum, and Teddy’s 

inner thoughts, Game Changer explores the joyous thrills and terrifying risks of 

America’s most popular sport. ASSESSMENT:  Pass AR test by August 21st or do a 

Book Report Project due the 2nd week of school (see attached list). 

 

 

3. Charlie Thorne and the Last Equation by Stuart Gibbs (OPTION) 

 (From Amazon) Charlie Thorne is a genius. Charlie Thorne is a thief. Charlie Thorne 

isn’t old enough to drive. And now it’s up to her to save the world… Decades ago, Albert 

Einstein devised an equation that could benefit all life on earth—or destroy it. Fearing 

what would happen if the equation fell into the wrong hands, he hid it. But now, a 

diabolical group known as the Furies are closing in on its location. In desperation, a team 

of CIA agents drags Charlie into the hunt, needing her brilliance to find it first—even 

though this means placing her life in grave danger. In a breakneck adventure that spans 

the globe, Charlie must crack a complex code created by Einstein himself, struggle to 

survive in a world where no one can be trusted, and fight to keep the last equation safe 

once and for all. ASSESSMENT:  Pass AR test by August 21st or do a Book Report 

Project due the 2nd week of school (see attached list). 

 



4. The Storm Keeper’s Island by Catherine Doyle (OPTION) 

(From Amazon) Fionn Boyle comes from a long line of brave seafarers, people with the 

ocean behind their eyes. But he can’t help but fear the open sea. For years, Fionn's 

mother has told him stories of Arranmore Island, a strange place that seems to haunt her. 

Fionn has always wondered about this mysterious island, and from the day he arrives he 

starts noticing things that can't be explained. He can sense the island all around him, and 

it feels like the island is watching him, too. Once in a generation, Arranmore Island 

chooses a new Storm Keeper to wield its power and keep its magic safe from enemies. 

The time has come for his grandfather, a secretive and eccentric old man, to step down. 

But as Fionn and the other descendants of Arranmore’s most powerful families fight to 

become the island’s next champion, a more sinister magic is  waking up, intent on 

rekindling a long-ago war and changing Fionn’s life and the island’s future forever. 

ASSESSMENT:  Pass AR test by August 21st or do a Book Report Project due the 

2nd week of school (see attached list). 

NOTE: Parents who like to screen books are advised to see the reviews on Common Sense Media or Amazon, as all the books on the 

Lone Star list deal with complex societal issues, such as school violence, racism, sexism, genocide, LGBTQ issues, and more. These 

are things that our students are thinking and wondering about already just based on living in society. They want to talk over these 

issues with adults who are close to them. We encourage parents to take this opportunity to read along with them. 

LONE STAR CHALLENGE:  This year we will have a Lone Star Challenge, similar to the Bluebonnet 

Challenge. Students who read and pass (with a 70 or higher) AR tests on 10 Lone Star books will receive lunch 

or a Starbucks treat purchased by their ELA teachers. Those who read all 20 Lone Star books will be able to 

compete in the Lone Star Battle at the end of the year, attend the Lone Star Party, and receive a free dress pass 

for a week.  

 

Book report options for 7th grade summer reading 

 

1. Heroes and superheroes 

Select two or three people your character would think of as a hero or superhero. Describe the characteristics of 

the hero and why those characteristics would be important to your character. Also describe which characteristics 

your character would most want for himself/herself that the hero or superhero possesses. Report must be at least 

a page long.  

2. Point of view column.  

Write an opinion column like those that appear on the editorial page of the newspaper. Choose a theme or topic 

from the novel you just read and write the column from the point of view of one of the characters. Your 

character might write about the importance of education or why we should accept people who are not like us. 

Report must be at least a page long.  

3. Diary Entries  

Write 3 diary entries that a character from your book would write that include details about the story. Diary 

entries should be at least 10 sentences each. 

 

***Please note that ALL summer reading AR tests are due on the first Friday of school, August 21st.  Any 

test taken after this date will result in the late policy rules.  


